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may, for instance, argue (as Protectionists
argue in countries like England) that it is
desirable that a nation should not become so
predominantly urban as to be unable to
produce its own food supply; or (as is
frequently urged in countries like India and
Australia) that it is desirable that every nation
should have its industries as much diversified
as possible ; or it may believe that certain
industries are in the long run likely, through
the natural advantages possessed by the
country, to become so much more prosperous
than other industries that the surplus gains
ultimately received by capital and labour in
carrying them on will more than recoup all
that has been expended in fostering them.

Thus we have at least four possible motives
that may influence a Government that is
considering the imposition of a particular tax.
It may desire :

(1)  to exact from a certain class of citizens
an equitable contribution as economically as
possible;

(2)  to minimise disadvantages due to in-
equalities of wealth;